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METHODOLOGY
While the latest edition of Global Trailer’s 
annual OEM Ranking has been compiled 
with the utmost commitment to accuracy 
and professionalism, it is still supplied 
without liability. All up, we reached out to 
more than 100 OEMs globally since June 
2018, with slightly reduced response rate 
of 35 per cent. The official data submission 
deadline was 15 August  2017. If we were 
not able to obtain an official production 
number directly from the OEM, our 
source of choice, we consulted a range of 
industry sources to obtain an estimate. If 
no estimate was available, the brand was 
not considered. Build numbers cover the 
timeframe between 1 July 2017 and 30 
June 2018 unless stated otherwise.

BALANCE
TWO YEARS AFTER PREMIERING AT THE 2016 IAA COMMERCIAL VEHICLES SHOW IN GERMANY, GLOBAL TRAILER’S ANNUAL 
OEM RANKING HAS NOT ONLY BECOME THE INDUSTRY’S PREEMINENT BENCHMARKING TOOL, BUT ALSO AN IMPORTANT 
BELLWETHER FOR OVERALL MARKET SENTIMENT.  [ Story by Sebastian Grote ]

N EW 

T
he global trailer manufacturing 
market is changing. Once 
neatly segmented into a narrow 
top echelon occupied by two, 

sometimes three multi-national corporations 
and a peloton of regionally focused small- 
and medium-sized businesses trailing at a 
safe distance, it is now morphing into a 
complex network of highly sophisticated, 
adaptable global players capable of 
competing at eye level – not only with view 
to engineering expertise, but also in terms 
of production capacity.

The reason for the sudden shift in dynamic 
is two-fold. For one, record sales volumes 

and low interest rates have created a fertile breeding ground for corporate 
acquisitions and comprehensive production upgrades – giving previously limited 
mid-tiered businesses a substantial boost in capacity and confidence. A second 
reason is the booming Chinese market, which – driven by comprehensive 
regulatory reform – has led to a historic influx in local Chinese brands on 
the listing, with seven new names from the Middle Kingdom pushing into 
2017-18’s top 20.

To reflect that development, Global Trailer has opted to also showcase 
ranks 21 through to 25 – featuring last year’s 13th-ranked, Austrian OEM 
Schwarzmüller, as well as Manac (2017 rank: 16) and Gorica (19), as well as 
2016 finalist MAC Trailers from Ohio – hoping it will allow for a more accurate 
analysis of how ambitious new forces affect the old establishment. Spanish 
OEM, Lecitrailer, would also be a likely candidate to feature in this section, 
but did not respond to Global Trailer’s request before deadline.

While Chinese multi-national, CIMC Vehicles, is still leading the pack – 

once again producing more trailers than the second- and third ranking OEM 
combined – the following six brands are now all operating in the prestigious 
45,000 to 60,000-unit bracket. If counted separately, US-based CIMC subsidiary 
Vanguard would also be close to joining the club, with 40,000 produced between 
1 July 2017 and 30 June 2018 (see breakout box for more information on the 
methodology used). 

Most of the prominent production decreases of the year also took place 
within the top group, with all US brands except Hyundai Translead reporting 
slightly reduced volumes from the record results of the past. Headquartered 
in San Diego, California, Hyundai Translead built more than 60,300 truck-
trailers in 2017 – a 19 per cent increase over 2016 that was mainly driven 
by dry freight van demand and a spike in reefer output. Also going strong in 
North America is Canadian family operation Manac, whose 16 per cent rise 
in output may not be adequately reflected in the Ranking due to a plethora 
of new entries from the Far East, which pushed the Quebec company from 
rank 16 down to 22.

The most significant increases in production volumes, meanwhile, all took place 
in the highly contested middle bracket covering 10,000 to 20,000 units produced. 
Despite on-going political volatility in the region, Brazilian powerhouse Randon 
saw a 51 per cent rise in output, for example, followed by Germany’s third 
best-selling OEM Kögel (+39 per cent) and Turkey’s Tırsan Group, parent 
company of German icon Kässbohrer as well as Dutch box trailer specialist, 
Talson (+28 per cent). Poland’s Wielton Group, which recently acquired an 
80 per cent stake in Germany’s Langendorf Group, also saw two-digit growth, 
with a 17 per cent output hike securing it one of four European top ten finishes. 
British CIMC subsidiary, SDC Trailers, would also feature strongly on the list, 
but was factored into a Group result (see breakout box).

Impressively, some 36 per cent of all names on the 2018 OEM Ranking 
now hail from China, with Lutong Special Vehicle from Liangshan, a county 
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OEM Country 2018 result 2017 result 2017 Rank Change Movement

1 CIMC Vehicles (Group) CHN 127,600 118,600 1 8%

2 Schmitz Cargobull GER 61,000 56,000 2 9%

3 Hyundai Translead* USA 60,300 50,700 4 19%

4 Wabash National (Group) USA 54,800 55,500 3 -1%

5 Great Dane* USA 46,000 48,000 5 -4%

6 Krone GER 45,200 48,000 5 -6%

7 Utility Trailer Manufacturing* USA 43,400 46,000 7 -6%

8 Koegel GER 22,600 16,300 9 39%

9 Lutong CHN 19,600 – not listed – new

10 Wielton (Group) POL 16,200 13,900 10 17%

11 Randon BRA 15,600 10,300 11 51%

12 Stoughton Trailers* USA 15,600 16,400 8 -5%

13 Xiangluo CHN 13,600 – not listed – new

14 Tirsan (Group) TUR 13,100 10,200 12 28%

15 Ruyuan CHN 10,400 – not listed – new

16 Feiyuda CHN 10,300 – not listed – new

17 Shengyuan  CHN 9,600 – not listed – new

18 Huashuo CHN 9,500 – not listed – new

19 Junhua CHN 9,400 – not listed – new

20 Hongtai CHN 9,400 8,800 14 7%

21 Schwarzmüller AUT 8,900 8,900 13 0%

22 Manac CAN 8,200 7,200 16 14%

23 Gorica UAE 6,000 6,000 19 0%

24 Fontaine* USA 5,900 – not listed – new

25 MAC Trailers* USA 4,800 – not listed – new

ABOUT
In mid-2016, Global Trailer’s editorial team 
embarked on a journey into the unknown. 
In a world-first, it attempted to catalogue 
the world’s leading trailer manufacturing 
businesses and rank them by output, 
bringing a new level of transparency to an 
industry traditionally known for being fiercely 
discreet. The response to the inaugural 
listing was overwhelmingly positive. 

in the northeastern Shandong Province, even 
managing to break into the top 10. 

According to a local Global Trailer source, 
companies like Lutong – known for producing 
around 4,000 units annually before this year’s 
meteoric rise to fame – continue to benefit 
from the local Government’s commitment to 
establishing and enforcing more consistent 
heavy vehicle standards, which has led to 
a historic, albeit fleeting spike in capital 
investment. But, they may not stay around 
for long.

According to Robert Perkins, Senior Global 
Business Consultant at US research company, 
ACT, it’s not unlikely that many new entries that 
join list until 2020 will only feature on it for a 
season or two – much like Hong Dong, Chang 
Hua and Long YiDa which joined the fold in 
2017 but failed to re-qualify 12 months on.

“Unlike other new policies, [China’s new 
legislation was] accompanied by the ‘Opinions 
on Improving the Management of the Illegal 
Modification of Truck and Oversized and 
Overloaded Trucks’,” Perkins explains 
– indicating that rankings only give you a 
snapshot of market performance and must be 
observed over time.  

“This ‘overloading project’ is administered by 
five ministries, which serve as the enforcement 
arm. What this means for commercial vehicles 
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in the short-term is increased demand, while the long-term impact will translate 
to a decrease in unit demand as fleets adjust to the new requirements/new 
products as transport efficiencies increase.”

As such, the true success story of the 2017-18 Ranking may actually be that 
of German OEM, Kögel, which not only fended off the Chinese competition, 
but also broke through the elusive 20,000-unit barrier for the first time since 
the launch of the OEM Ranking – a move that should firmly establish the 
Burtenbach-based company as the European number three and keep ambitious 
rivals like Wielton and Kässbohrer – part of the powerful Tırsan Group – at bay. 

In fact, the much talked-about struggle for dominance in the Ranking’s 
mid-section, which saw a handful of similarly equipped OEMs from 
Europe go toe-to-toe for the best part of the last decade, has transformed 
into a more broad-based contest, with close to a dozen brands occupying 
the lower end of the section between 10,000-15,000 units produced.

Pushing beyond the 20,000-unit mark should thus leave Kögel out 
of reach for most of competition and establish the brand as a bulwark 
between the top group and the peloton – a development the company’s 
new General Manager responsible for Western Europe and Key Account 
Management, Josef Warmeling, already predicted in back in March.

“We are the clear number three in the market and we will be in the 
future,” he told Global Trailer when he first joined the OEM. “What 
competition does is revive the business and drive us forward. Being 
constantly challenged is the only way to measure ourselves against the 
requirements of our customers and to become better and faster at what 
we do.”

If Global Trailer’s Annual OEM Ranking is anything to go by, Kögel is 
firmly following Warmeling’s counsel and using Wielton’s and the Tırsan 
Group’s equally impressive individual success stories as fuel to reach a 
whole new level of competitive performance. The response – however – 
may not be long in coming. 
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